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Abstract: In 2014 excavation was carried out to
determine whether or not a church or other struc-
ture was located on a small hill south of the fortified,
anonymous, Late Antique city at Golemo Gradiste,
village of Konjuh, Kratovo. The results of the brief
investigation indicated that a small, one-aisle church
had once stood on the hill in question and that a cem-
etery had been located to the south and east of the
church. Although evidence for chronology is sparse,
it seems likely that the church and cemetery func-
tioned during the 5" and 6™ centuries AD.

Introduction

During the early 1970s Ivan Mikul¢i¢ carried out
survey at and around the archaeological site of Go-
lemo Gradiste, village of Konjuh, Kratovo.' In addi-
tion to publishing two articles that dealt specifically
with the anonymous city, “Anticki gradovi kod Dren-
ova i Konjuha u Makedoniji,” Arheoloski Pregled 15
(1973) 179-182, and “/IBa Oe3uMeHU JTOITHOAHTHYKH
rpaga Bo Mcrouna Makenounuja,” 360pHux Ha
Apxeonowxuom Myszej Cronje 6-7 (1975) 122-130,
he included description and discussion of the site in
several articles and books, e.g., in Cpeonosexosnu
epaodosu u mepouru 6o Maxedonuja, Skopje 1996.
Thus Mikul¢i¢ frequently brought the site to the at-
tention of archaeologists in Macedonia.

Svetozar Radojc¢i¢ first published on archaeology
at Konjuh;? he briefly described the site but focused
primarily on the Rotunda, located ca. 200 m south
of the fortified city, and secondarily on the medieval

'T first met Ivan Mikul&i¢ at Stobi in 1971, when we
were both working on the Yugoslav-American Excavation
Project; American members of the staff have fond memo-
ries of him from that Project.

2Radoj¢i¢, S., “Crkva u Konjuhu,” Zbornik Radova Vi-
zantoloSkog Instituta 1 (1952) 148-167.
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church known as Sv. Djordji and the room quarried
into the bedrock on the south side of the acropolis.
Konstantin Petrov studied the architectural sculpture,
mostly from the Rotunda,® and Borka Josifovska
searched for inscriptions.* Mikul¢ié, in contrast, fo-
cused on and provided a detailed description of the
entire city site, including the acropolis, the southern
sector, the fortification walls and possible gates, the
lower town on the northern terrace, and the K’Sla
cemetery area to the northwest.

Referring briefly to the Rotunda and its signifi-
cance, Mikul¢i¢ mentioned and agreed with Rado-
jCi¢’s suggestion that the city had been a bishopric,
a statement that he repeated in later publications.
The only Early Byzantine church at the site that was
known in detail in the 1970s was the Rotunda. Ra-
doj¢i¢ had briefly mentioned a basilica on the north-
ern terrace, and Mikulci¢ also referred to it, although
considerable uncertainly exists whether the basilica
was actually visible on the terrain in the 1970s.

In 1995, during salvage excavations carried out by
the Republicki Zavod along the line of the proposed
Skopje-Sofia railroad, a small, three-aisle basilica
was found by chance at K’Sla and was excavated, but
has never been published in detail. A large, two-level
vaulted tomb occupied much of the south aisle of the
basilica, whose narthex included a staircase, presum-
ably to galleries.

3 Petrov, K., ,,CraBponekopanuja ox Kowyx,” 360pHux
na Apxeonowxu Mysej Cronje 2 (1957-58) 31-45; idem,
“PexoHCTpyKIHja Ha aMO0HOT o PoroHnara Bo Komyx,”
Toouwen 36opnux na @unozopcrku @axynmem, Cromje 22
(1970) 271-302.

4 Josifovska, B., “Jedan novi vojni¢ki natpis iz Konju-
ha,” Ziva Antika 13-14 (1964) 166-170; Dragojevié¢-Josi-
fovska, B., Inscriptions de la Mésie Supérieure VI. Scupi
et la région de Kumanovo, Beograd 1982, 177-180.
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Fig. 1. Plan of Golemo Gradiste, Konjuh, 2015. G. C. McArdle, after 1. Mikulci¢, M. Milojevi¢, and the
National Survey Institute; with additions by C. Snively.

In 2008, the basilica on the northern terrace came
to light, also by chance, during excavations by the
Macedonian-American project, sponsored by the
Archaeological Museum in Skopje and Gettysburg
College in the United States, which has been work-
ing at Golemo Gradiste since 2000. This basilica is
part of a complex, centrally located on the terrace,
that includes a baptistery, numerous western annex-
es, a large residence, and, on the north side of the
basilica, an atrium and monumental entrance to the
church. The basilica has a kyklion or annular corridor
in the apse (as does the Rotunda), a small ambo in the
presbyterium and a larger one at the south side of the
nave, and an unidentified semi-circular feature in the
nave, as well as other unexpected features.’

3 Snively, C. S., “The New Basilica at Golemo Gradiste,
Konjuh: a Sixth Century Church in the Province of Darda-

232

In 2014, in response to a request from a local
farmer, we partly excavated a fourth Early Byzantine
church at the site, and the third church located out-
side the walls of the city. It seems fitting to present
this new church in a volume dedicated to Ivan Mi-
kul¢i¢, whose publications first included the site of

nia,” Nis & Byzantium 9 (2011) 187-201; eadem, “Spaces
for Deposition of Offerings in Early Byzantine Church-
es: The Possible Sacristies at Golemo Gradiste, Konjuh,”
Giving Gifts to God. Proceedings of the Ist & 2nd Inter-
national Archaeological Conference “Kokino”, Skopje &
Kumanovo, 2016-2017, Kumanovo, 2018, 175-182; Sniv-
ely, C., and G. Sanev, “Archaeological Investigations at
Golemo Gradiste, Konjuh, 2012-2016,” Archaeology of a
World of Changes. Late Roman and Early Byzantine ar-
chitecture, sculpture and landscapes, BAR International
Series 2973, 2020, 57-67.



oy 5 ﬂ;} o 2 ,-’Q"’" s D

Fig. 2. The valley of the Kriva River and the cliffs alo
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Golemo Gradiste among the other Late Antique cities
in the Republic of North Macedonia.

The new church

Aleksandar Mitevski of the village of Konjuh ac-
quired a field (katarski parcela #923) on concession in
2010. It lies between the road leading from the bridge
over the Kriva Reka and the west end of the acrop-
olis of Golemo Gradiste. (Figs. 1, 2) Local tradition
held that a church had once stood on a knoll or low
hill in the field, and both bones and pottery had turned
up during cultivation, so that Mitevski was reluctant
to plow the top of the hill. Because he was expected
to cultivate the entire field, he asked our internation-
al excavation project, for which he had worked, to
investigate the hill and to determine once and for all
whether or not a church had been located there. Since
this request also offered the opportunity to investigate
the area south of the site (Sektor III) and possibly to
verify the reports of local farmers about antiquities in
that area, the area was included in our request for a
permit in 2014. Excavation took place between 2 and
10 July;® a burial was removed on 15 July.’

¢ Because the workers from the village of Konjuh had a
personal interest in this investigation and were enthusiastic
about what we might find, they were happy to assist with

After vegetation had been cleared and the terrain
examined, a 5 x 10 m trench, Trench 2.} oriented
north-south, was laid out just below the highest point
of the hill. The area had been plowed in the past.
Over parts of the trench the first 0.50 m of fill consist-
ed of humus with roots, mixed in places with stone
and mortar debris. An east-west wall, Wall 1, came
to light, running across the trench. It turned out to be
the north wall of a structure. Solidly built of roughly
worked stones bonded with white lime mortar, it was
ca. 0.70 m wide; a plaster facing was preserved on
the inner, southern face. It rested on a shallow foun-
dation of stones without mortar. A patch of floor was
associated with the wall; it consisted of several bricks
(or ceramic floor tiles) 24 x 32 cm, apparently set
into a hard, earthen matrix. The relative elevations of
floor and preserved top of the wall indicated that the
building was preserved only in foundations.

the logistics and worked eagerly to reveal a church that
they saw as belonging to their village.

7 Carolyn S. Snively supervised the excavation, assist-
ed by Goran Sanev.

8 Trench 1, supervised by Dan¢e Goluboska, was dug
in this area just below the acropolis, in the saddle between
Malo Gradiste and the acropolis, in 2002.
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Fig. 3. The north part of Trench 2, from southwest.
Wall 1 is at right; north of it is the surface under
which was found prehistoric pottery.

Excavation on the north side of Wall 1 revealed
heavy stone debris, which had fallen from the wall
onto a fairly even surface sloping down to the north.
This surface was the one from which the building had
been constructed, and it continued to exist during the
use of the building. Excavation below that surface
into a deposit of yellow brown earth with charcoal
flecks brought to light only a large number of dark,
burnished potsherds, identified as prehistoric and al-
most certainly Late Neolithic. (Figs 3, 4)

A fragment of a worked stone block was found
among the debris north of the wall (Fig. 5). Very
likely it had been used for construction material and
should not be associated with the church.

A test trench on the line of Wall 1 located ca. 1.5
m east of Trench 2 revealed the northeast corner of
the building. This test and others were expanded into
Trench 3, an irregularly shaped trench that was ex-
tended several times; located east of Trench 2, it was
extended to the south in order to include the apse and
the southeast corner of the church.

The wall of the apse, Wall 2, was preserved only
in foundation. (Fig. 6) Like Wall 1, it was ca. 0.70 m
wide and had been constructed of stones, some brick
fragments, and lime mortar. It had been damaged by
plowing, as may be seen in Fig. 7.

The south wall, Wall 3, was similar to Walls 1
and 2. It appeared in Trench 3 and in the southwest
corner of Trench 2, for a length of ca. 6 m. Wall 3
was not found in a test placed on its line 2 m to the
west; the hill slopes down to the west, and probably
erosion and/or plowing destroyed the western part of
the wall.

Another test was placed 1 m west of the west edge
of Trench 2, on the line of Wall 1. The destroyed west
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Fig. 4. Trench 2, from the north. Excavation into
the surface revealed prehistoric pottery beside the
shallow foundation of Wall 1, under the meter stick.
The stone debris from Wall 1 is visible at left.

Fig 5. The fragment of worked block found among
the debris north of Wall 1.

end of Wall 1 appeared in the test. A hard surface,
probably marking the bottom of the foundation of the
wall, was noted immediately west of its ragged end.
A hard surface at a higher level was observed beside
the south, inner face of the wall; it appears too low to
represent a floor level, unless the floor sloped down
to the west.

The church shows a very simple plan, a single
aisle with an eastern apse. Nothing is known about
the interior arrangement. The complete preserved
length is at least 10 m, the interior width is 5.50 m,
and the exterior width 6.90 m. The small patch of
preserved floor near the north wall, as well as exca-
vation to the bottom of that wall, indicates that little
is preserved above the foundations. Parts of Trenches
2 and 3 were deliberately left unexcavated in hope
that those parts at a slightly higher elevation might
preserve more of the floor or other indications of the



Fig. 6. The apse of the church, from southeast.
Disturbed bones are visible beside the meter stick.
One basket holds pottery, the larger one holds
bones.

Fig. 7. The north part of the wall of the apse, from
southeast, showing damage from plowing.

interior arrangements. At present the complete
east-length of the building is unknown and, because
the terrain falls steeply to the west, the western part
of the church may have been completely destroyed.

No coins were found during investigation of
the church. The sparse pottery, except for the prehis-
toric material found north of the building, was similar
to that found elsewhere on the site and could only be
dated roughly to the 5% and 6" centuries.

The Cemetery

As noted above, areas within Trenches 2 and
3 were not fully excavated, in part because the ap-
proaching end of the season did not permit the slow
and careful investigation required. The other reason
was the discovery of disturbed burials to the east and
south of the church. Although a large number of hu-
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Fig. 8. Grave 10, with partly articulated skeleton;
from north and above.

man bones were discovered in the southeast part of
Trench 3, and were carefully cleaned and lifted, only
one partially articulated skeleton was found. (Fig. 8)
This burial was identified as Grave 10, on the list of
burials excavated by the Macedonian-American pro-
ject over the years. It lay beside the southern part of
the apse wall of the church, with head to the west. The
legs were missing, no doubt destroyed by plowing.
Grave goods included a bronze ring and three small
bronze balls with little rings for attachment.

The discovery of human bones scattered with-
in the deposits outside the southeastern part of the
church, Grave 10 beside the church, and several re-
ports of burials disturbed by plowing in the field to
the southeast of the hill and church: all these suggest
that a cemetery was located on the south and/or east
side of the building. The area north of the church
showed no indications of graves. No bones were not-
ed in the limited tests toward the west.

Conclusion

The results of this brief investigation show that
a small cemetery church was located on the hill in
question (Fig. 9), near the ancient road that crossed
the Kriva Reka at the same spot as the modern bridge,
and probably beside a road that led to a gate into the
southern part of the anonymous, Late Antique city at
Golemo Gradiste. All the evidence points to a church
and cemetery of the 5%-6" centuries AD and leaves
no doubt that this area, although outside the fortifica-
tion walls, was part of the territory of the ancient city.
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Fig. 9. The southwest cemetery church, from northeast; from the west end of the acropolis
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Fig. 10. Plan of the southwest cemetery church.
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Kaponun C. CHUBEJIN

JYXKHO - 3ATAJHATA T'POBHA IIPKBA BO I'OJIEMO I'PAJIMIITE, CEJIO KOBbYX

Pezume

Bo panute 1970-tm romunu, MBaH Mukymamuk
BPIIIH PEKOTHOCIIUPALE HA APXCOJIOIIKHOT JIOKATUTET
T'onemo I'paauiiiTe M HETOBAaTa OKOJIMHA, JTOLIUPAHU BO
arapor Ha cenoto Komyx, Kparoscko. [Tokpaj 06jaBy-
BamkETO Ha J[Ba TPy/a IITO C€ OIHECYBAaaT KOHKPETHO
Ha HETMO3HATHOT TPajl, TOj THIIYBa 32 JIOKAJTUTETOT U
BO JIPYyTH TPYJIOBU U KHHTH, UCTAKHYBajKH TO Ha TOj
Ha4YMH Tpe]] MakeJOHCKaTa apXeosorja. 3a pasiiiKa
O]l OCTaHATUTE MCTpaKyBauH, Kako Ceero3ap Pamoj-
guk, Koncrantun Ilerpos n bopka Jocudorcka, kon
paborene Ha npkBara PoToHnma, Ha apXUTEKTOHCKATa
IUTACTHKA W HATIHCUTe, MUKYITYAK TpaBH JeTalleH
[IPHKa3 Ha IeJlaTa TePUTOPHja Ha TPaJIOoT.

OcBpHyBajku ce Hakyco Ha Portonmara, Mukyi-
YMK CE COoIlacyBa CO IpPETIOCTaBKara Ha Pamojumk
JieKa TpajoT 6un emuckorcko cexumre. Bo 1970-te,
Poronpara e enuHCTBeHaTa 1MO3HAaTa PaHOXPHUCTH]jaH-
CKa I[PKBa Ha OBOj JIOKAJIUTET, C€ IO OTKPHBAKHETO HA
yIITE ABE LPKBH BO CIECAHUTE JACLECHUH. TOramHuoT
Peny6nuuku 3aBon 3a 3amrtuta Ha CIIOMEHUIIMTE HA
Kynrypara (menec ,,Harmmonanen KonzepBaropcku
LenTap*’) n3BpImmi HCTpaKyBamke Ha Malia TPUKopao-
Ha Oa3winka, OTKPHEHA CIy4YajHO Ha MPOCTOPOT Ha
Hekpononara K'mra, ceBepo-3amajHO off JIOKaHTe-
TOT; TOJIeMa TPOOHMIIA CO CBOJX Ha JABE HUBOA 3adaka
3HAUUTECH Jel o jy:kHHOT Opom. Co meryHapon-
HUTC MaKeI[OHCKO-aMepI/IKaHCKI/I HUCTpa)XKyBakba Ha
CeBepHaTa Tepaca Ha JIoKanuTeToT, Bo 2008 romuHa,
Oerre oTkpreHa Tpera Oasmnuka. OBaa 6a3wivKa, Ka-
pPaKTepUCTUYHA TI0 HEBOOOWYACHUTE APXUTEKTOHCKU
pelenyja, e Jes o IPKOBEH KOMITIEKC LITO BKITy4dyBa
KpCTUITHHLIA, OPOjHU aHEKCH, PEe3UICHIIN]a U aTPHYyM.

Bo 2014 roauna, mo cyrectuja Ha AJieKcaHaap
MureBckH, 3eMjonener] o7 Komyx, Bo OapameTo 3a
JI03BOJIA 32 MCTPaXyBame Oelle BKIYyYEHO W Mallo
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BO3BHILEHHE HA MPOCTOPOT HA HEroBara HUBA, KOja
ce mpoTera moMery COBPEeMEHHOT IaT MITO BOIU OJT
mocToT Ha KpuBa Peka koH c. Komyx, 1 mogHOXjeTO
Ha 3amaHMoOT Kpaj Ha akpomosara Ha lomemo Ipa-
mumte. Ha Bo3BHIIeHMETO, criopeq JIoKallHaTa Tpa-
JWIMja, UMaJI0 [PKBA, OKOJIYy KOja, IPH OPEHETO Ha
MPOCTOPOT BO MUHATOTO, CE T0jaByBalie KOCKU U Ke-
pamuka. Co orvies feka HuBara Oelle 1o/esieHa Kako
opaHuLa, OarogapeHue Ha CBECHOCTa Ha MUTeBCKH
3a 3HAYCH-ETO U apXCOoJIOLIKaTa BPEIHOCT Ha JIOKa-
JIMTETOT, OBa Oellle OAJIMYHA MPUJINKA Ja Ce POBEPU
NPEIaHUeTo 3a MPKBaTa MPEKy COHIAKHO UCTPaKY-
Bame. MckonyBameTo, 1o pakoBoACTBO Ha Kaponnx
C. CHajenu u ['opan CaneB, ce ofBUBAIIE BO ITIEPHO-
not ox 2 no 10 jymu; Ha 15 jynmu Gemie UCTpakeHO U
OTCTPAHETO U eJHO IorpelyBambe.

IIpexy Hekonky coHau O6ea OTKPUECHH TPU SUAA -
CEBEPHHUOT, JY’)KHUOT U SHJIOT O]l aliCHjara Ha Maja
elHOKOpaOHa MPKBa. SHIIOBUTE, 3auyBaHU CaMO BO
OCHOBaTa M CO OINTETyBama OJI OpPame, C€ SHIAAHH
on Tpy6o 00paboTeHH KaMema, (PParMeHTH O TYIIH
u Oen BapoB mantep. [lapye ox momot, om HEKOIKY
TYJU CO AUMEH3UU 24 X 32 cM, TOCTAaBEHU Ha IIBPCTA
3eMjeHa TOJJIora € OTKPUEHO 3auyBaHO OJH3y ceBep-
HUOT SH]I.

HcTpakyBameTo CEBEpHO JI0 IPKBaTa OTKPU IO-
JeMO 0oOpyIyBame Ol KaMea, BP3 KOCHHA ILITO CE
cryImTa KoH ceBep. McTpaxyBameTo Ha KOCHHATa,
IITO MOCTOENa BO BPEMETO Ha M3rpaadara M KOpHC-
TEHETO Ha I[PKBATa, OTKPH TTOBEKE MApUniba 0] TEMHA
IV1auaHa KepaMHKa, HajBepojaTHO JOIIHO-HEOIHUTCKA.

LlpkBaTa € eAHOCTaBHA BO OCHOBATA - €THOKOPA0-
Ha €, CO alcu/ja Ha UCTOYHara cTpaHa. Bo ucrpaxe-
HHOT IIPOCTOP, OCBEH JENIOT OJ MOJIOT, HHUIITO JPY-



ro 0] apaH)XMaHOT Ha BHATPEIIHHUTE €IEMEHTH HE €
3a4yBaHo. 3amnaJHUuoT AeJ 07 00jeKTOT HajBepOjaTHO
HacTpazan npu eposuja. JlolpknHara Ha LpKBara e
oxony 10 M, mmpuHaTa ox BHAaTpelIHATa CTpaHa €
5,50 M, on HagBopewmHara - 6,90 M. MoHeTH He ce
OTKPHEHH, a peTKaTa KepaMHKa, OCBEH NPaucTOPH-
ckara, farupa (mmpoko) on V u VI Bek.

Hexonky pactypenn rpo0oBH, Wi pacdpieHu
KOCKH O ICTUTE, Oea OTKPUEHH O] UICTOYHATA H jyXK-
Hara cTpaHa Ha IpkBara. [lemyMHO 3adyBaH € camo
€IICH CKeJleT, eBuAcHTHpaH Kako ['po6 10. OTkpueH e
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BEJIHAII jY>KHO JI0 allCUAAIHUOT SHJI Ha I[PKBATa, CO
rIaBaTa CBPTEH KOH 3amaj. Mery TpoOHHTE IPHIIO3H
ce efieH OpOH3EeH MPCTCH B TPU Majil OpPOH3EHU TOTI-
YUHHa — PUBP30IH CO MAJIH MTPCTEHHU.

Pesynrarute ox 0Ba KpaTKO HCTPaKyBarbe MMOTBP-
JIja MOCTOeHkE Ha Masa rpo0jaHCKa IPKBa HA PUIOT,
KOja BEpOjaTHO ce Haorayia OIM3y pUMCKHOT TarT IITO
BOJICNT KOH YTBPACHHUOT JokanuTeT. Haomure cBe-
JlodaT 3a IpKBa U HEKPOIIOJIa KO OWjie BO CIyx)0Oa
Ha KUTEJIUTE Ha HEMmo3HaTuoT rpaja Ha [omemo I'pa-
numiTe Bo TeKoT Ha V u VI Bek o HOBara epa.



